Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine

Collecting Early Evidence

Jan 2025 Review date Jan 2026 - check www.fflm.ac.uk for latest update

Yes

Recover hand
swabs

Step 1
Has the patient’s hand come into contact with
the subject within the last 48 hours e.g. grabbed,
struck or scratched the subject?

Or

Has the subject licked/bit/sucked the patient’s
fingers or ejaculated on their hand?

Or

Is there visible matter on the patients hands?
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Step 2

1st urine sample to be recovered
Recover underwear and sanitary wear
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Step 3

Has the patient been orally penetrated within
the last 48 hours?

The medico-legal guidelines and recommendations published by the Faculty are for general information only.
Appropriate specific advice should be sought from your medical defence organisation or professional association.
The Faculty has one or more senior representatives of the MDOs on its Board, but for the avoidance of doubt,
endorsement of the medico-legal guidelines or recommendations published by the Faculty has not been sought from
any of the medical defence organisations.

Please review the Early Evidence Kits - tops tips and rationale and use the Early Evidence Kit - consent and sample form
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Recover
skin swabs of
the area

Step 4
Has the patient been kissed, licked, spat on,
bitten or is there visible matter anywhere on the
patient’s skin within the last 48 hours?

Yes

Recover
peri oral swabs
and mouth rinse
(Only recover mouth
swabs if mouth rinse
is not possible)
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Step 5

2nd urine sample to be taken
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