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Dr Catherine White is an experienced forensic physician who has 
worked in forensic medicine since 1995. She specialises in 
examination of women, men and children following an allegation of 
rape or sexual assault and takes a local, national and international 
lead in the development, training and regulation of services for 
sexual assault victims / complainants.

Clinical Director of the St Mary’s Sexual Assault Referral Centre 
(SARC), Central Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust (2003 – present). St. Mary’s Sexual Assault Referral Centre, was 
the first SARC in the UK. It has had over 31,000 clients with 
approximately 1500 forensic medical examinations per year.

Lead for Sexual Offence Medicine for the Faculty of Forensic & Legal 
Medicine.

Member of the Academic Committee and the Forensic Science 
Subcommittee for Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine.

Member of National Police Chiefs’ Council Rape Working Group and 
National SARC Steering Group.

Honoured on the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List 2014 with an OBE 
for services to Vulnerable People.

Learning Objectives
• To discuss the FFLM Guidance to date on SARCs and 

COVID

• Consider the impact of COVID on the care of 
complainants

• Reflect on the impact the changes have had on staff

• Explore what the future holds as the story unfolds


