
Learning Objectives

• Principles and Legislative 

framework;

• Context of head injury in 

police custody;

• Presentations of head 

injury in police custody;

• FFLM Head Injury 

Guidelines;

• Clinical aspects of head 

injury

• Pathological aspects of 

head injury.

Management of Head Injuries in custody

Dr Jason Payne-James

Jason Payne-James is an independent Specialist in Forensic and Legal Medicine with a range

of research and clinical interests. From a clinical perspective he has been a Forensic Medical

Examiner with the Metropolitan Police Service in London, UK for over 25 years. Previously he

worked in hospital medicine, predominantly in surgical and gastroenterological specialties. His

clinical and research interests include clinical and ethical aspects of healthcare in custody,

injury documentation, forensic evidence collection, restraint and less-lethal systems, harm and

death in custody and torture. He has published peer-reviewed research on a wide range of

subjects including healthcare in custody, torture, death in custody, use-of-force, Taser®, photo-

documentation and irritant spray. He acts as an expert witness in these areas. He has

reviewed many deaths in custody on behalf of families, coroners, the IPCC, PPO, legal teams

and others.

Jason is Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer at Cameron Forensic Medical Sciences, Barts & the

London School of Medicine & Dentistry, UK. He is Honorary Consultant in Emergency Medicine

at St George’s Hospital, London, UK. He is external Consultant to the UK National Crime

Agency and National Injuries Database. He is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Forensic & Legal

Medicine. He is current President of the Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine of the Royal

College of Physicians. He is an independent member of the Scientific Advisory Committee on

the Medical Implications of Less-Lethal Weapons.

Jason has co-authored & co-edited a number of publications including the 1st and 2nd edition

of the Encyclopedia of Forensic & Legal Medicine; Forensic Medicine: Clinical & Pathological

Aspects; Symptoms and Signs of Substance Misuse (1st, 2nd & 3rd editions); he is lead author

of the 13th Edition of Simpson’s Forensic Medicine (the 14th edition is in production); he co-

authored the Oxford Handbook of Forensic Medicine and co-edited Age Estimation in the

Living and Current Practice in Forensic Medicine (the 2nd volume is shortly to be published).

He is co-editing a new book – ‘Monitoring Detention, Custody, Torture and Ill-treatment’.
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Professor Paul Marks, BA,LLM,MD,FRCS,FFFLM,FCS(ECSA)

Paul Marks is currently HM Senior Coroner for the City of Hull and County of the East Riding of

Yorkshire. He initially started training in forensic medicine then moved into a surgical career

and has been a Consultant Neurosurgeon for 25 years. He developed a parallel career by

reading Law at Cardiff University and is the last medically qualified Coroner to be appointed to

a full time jurisdiction. He is Vice President of the Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine and

holds chairs in Neurosurgery and Law.


