Pro forma for the Forensic Physician at the Scene of a Suspicious Death/Death in Custody.

Name of deceased ………………………………………………………………………………….


Age ……..
D.O.B …………….   

Date of examination ……………

Address of scene ……………………………………………………………………………………

Time called ………….    Time of arrival  ……………  Time death confirmed …………… 

Time left scene …………

History.

Briefed by: ……………………………………………….

Last seen alive: …………………..


Name of GP if known: ………………………….

History:

Has the body been moved?
Yes    (    No    (
If yes, why and by whom?

Significant features of scene:

(Include all relevant information such as medication, drug paraphernalia, alcohol, bloodstains etc.) 

Sketch/photograph if necessary:

Examination of Body.

(Only examine the body after being briefed by the officer in charge.  Do not move the body or disturb the locus without prior permission)

Ambient temperature (ask SOCO to record)………..  

Body temperature
 …………  
Site temperature recorded ……………

Rigor Mortis:


Small muscles (jaw, hands)

Absent
  (
Present    (
Large muscles (arms, legs)

Absent
  (
Present    (
As a rough guide in average temperatures
:

       A warm and flaccid body has been dead for less than 3 hours


       A warm and stiff body has been dead for 3–8 hours


       A cold and stiff body has been dead for 8-36 hours


       A cold and flaccid body has been dead for more than 36 hours.

Hypostasis

Absent
  (
Present    (

Colour of hypostasis ………………….
Site ……………………

External Examination

(Notes on state of dress, pupillary size, presence of any body fluids, injuries etc.)

� The advice of the local Home Office Pathologist should be sought regarding the taking of body temperatures.  When appropriate, temperatures should be taken with a low reading chemical (not clinical) thermometer, which ideally reads from 0-50 degrees centigrade.  The temperature should be recorded from the rectum if this can be done safely without loss/contamination of any trace evidence.  If in any doubt, and particularly if there is any suspicion of sexual assault, record the temperature from deep inside the external auditory meatus.  The thermometer should be left in situ for at least 5 minutes before being read.


� Knight B. (1996) Forensic Pathology, Second Edition. London; Arnold at page 61.
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