
FACULTY OF FORENSIC & LEGAL MEDICINE 
of the Royal College of Physicians of London  

 
 

Registered Charity No 1119599 

www.fflm.ac.uk  
forensic.medicine@fflm.ac.uk  

Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine, 11 St Andrews Place, Regents Park, London, NW1 4LE 

 

04 July 2025 

 

FFLM Endorsement of the Rape Crisis England and Wales’ Position Statement on Self-Swab Rape 
Kits 

 

In June Rape Crisis England & Wales (RCEW) produced a position statement regarding Self-Swab Kits. The 
FFLM views this as a valuable summary of the risks associated with these kits. It aligns fully with the joint 
position statement we produced in September 2024. 

 

In particular, we welcome RCEW for drawing attention to the problematic narrative that possession of a kit 
serves as a deterrent. This notion wrongly shifts responsibility onto survivors and contributes to a culture of 
victim blaming which we strongly oppose. 

 

We take this opportunity again to confirm that we do not, in any way, endorse the use of these kits, and indeed 
see them as a significant risk to survivor recovery and opportunities to obtain justice. 
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